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was confiscated and kept all these years as a
part of his court-martial record. And second,
I am honored to present the Whittaker family
with the bars that Second Lieutenant Johnson
Chesnut Whittaker earned but was denied.

May God bless his memory, and may all of
us honor his service to the United States of
America.

Major, please read the commission.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:38 p.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Secretary of the Army Togo
D. West, Jr.; Lt. Gen. Benjamin O. Davis, Jr.,
USAF (Ret.); Maj. Gen. Fred A. Gorden, Com-
manding General, U.S. Army Military District of
Washington; and Gen. Ronald H. Griffith, Vice
Chief of Staff, U.S. Army.

Statement on the Terrorist Attack in Tel Aviv, Israel
July 24, 1995

On behalf of all Americans, I offer my deep-
est condolences to the Government and people
of Israel at this tragic moment. Our thoughts
and prayers are with the victims of this terrorist
atrocity and their loved ones.

We join with all those working for peace in
expressing our outrage and condemning in the
strongest possible manner this brutal act. Those
responsible are seeking to deny to Israelis and
Palestinians alike the realization of a new and
better life of peace and hope. But they shall

not be allowed to succeed. Their vision is of
the past, not of the future, of hatred, not the
reconciliation which Israeli and Palestinian
peacemakers are striving to achieve.

Peace requires courage. The people of Israel
have demonstrated enormous resolve and deter-
mination in pursuing the path of peace. Through
times of suffering as well as rejoicing, the Gov-
ernment and people of the United States stand
with them.

Statement on House of Representatives Action on Appropriations
Legislation
July 24, 1995

I proposed a reasonable plan to balance the
budget while investing more in education and
training. Republicans want to balance the budg-
et through cuts that hurt working families while
providing a huge tax cut that goes largely to
people who don’t need it. They are cutting
deeply into Medicare and Medicaid, and they
are cutting the very education and training pro-
grams that our working families need.

Nowhere are the differences between my ap-
proach and theirs more clear than the extreme
bill passed by the House Appropriations Com-
mittee today. That measure slashes critical re-
sources for education, training, and jobs for our
people. If Congress sends me this bill in its
present form, I will have to veto it.

I want to invest in our people, not turn back
the clock on them. There has always been a
strong bipartisan consensus for investment in
quality education, training, health, and worker
protections. These harsh, partisan, and unwise
cuts undermine that consensus as well as the
future income and living standards of working
families and their children.

In addition, I believe abortion should be safe,
legal, and rare. But this bill effectively ends
the family planning program that Republicans
and Democrats have long agreed is needed to
help prevent the need for abortion. Further-
more, it changes existing law to allow States
to deny poor women access to abortions under
Medicaid even if they are victims of rape or
incest. That is wrong.
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I once again urge the Congress to begin the
work of making commonsense corrections in this
and other appropriations bills. I will not allow

our people to be sacrificed for the sake of polit-
ical ideology.

Remarks on the 30th Anniversary of the Passage of Medicare
July 25, 1995

Thank you very much, Mr. Vice President,
for your introduction and your leadership. Sen-
ator Kennedy and Congressman Dingell, thank
you for your incredible inspiration to the country
and to me. Mr. Glover, thank you, and thank
you for your speech. To Congressman Gephardt
and Senator Daschle, I want all of you to know
that they lead well and they are doing well for
our country. To my friend Arthur Flemming
and his family and Mother Johnson and her
family and to all of you seniors who are here,
I am honored to be here, and I have loved
listening to these stories and these speeches and
hearing this commitment.

I am honored to stand in the tradition of
the Presidents who fought for Medicare. I be-
lieve that President Roosevelt and President
Truman and President Kennedy and President
Johnson were right. And I think those who op-
posed them were wrong.

If you really think about Medicare and Med-
icaid, which was also passed at the same time,
they’ve given all of us stories. I loved hearing
the Vice President talk about his wonderful
mother.

All of you know that since I’ve been President
I have lost my mother and my fine stepfather,
but what you may not know is that my step-
father had a heart attack 10 years before he
died, in the middle of one of my inaugural
speeches for Governor. And when he woke up
from his surgery, his quadruple bypass, I told
him it was not that good a speech. [Laughter]
But because he was a senior citizen covered
by health care, he had 10 more good years.
And my mother had a very difficult fight with
cancer, which she lost. But because she was
a senior citizen covered by good health care,
she lived to see her son become President of
the United States.

I ran for President because I wanted to
broaden that sense of security and opportunity
for our people. I wanted middle class Americans

to have family-wage jobs and be able to educate
their children and have the same health security
we had given to senior citizens, as Congressman
Dingell said.

And the same crowd that killed Harry Tru-
man’s plan for health care, the same crowd that
fought against Medicare, were successful in de-
railing what we tried to do last year. But they
did it in a brilliant way, because by last year
Medicare had become so much of our common
ground as Americans, so much a part of the
fabric of our daily lives, that no one anymore
thought about these Members of Congress hav-
ing anything to do with it. It was just a part
of our daily lives, just like getting up in the
morning and seeing the Sun shine. And so these
people, the same crowd that fought it tooth
and nail 30 years ago, came up with this brilliant
argument that because I said, when they denied
it, the Medicare Trust Fund was in trouble and
we had to reform health care, that I wanted
to see the Government mess with their Medi-
care.

And we had people all over America coming
up to me or the First Lady or to Senator Ken-
nedy, saying, ‘‘Don’t let the Government mess
with my Medicare.’’ People had actually forgot-
ten where it came from, as if it sort of dropped
out of the sky. Well, I got the message of the
1994 election, and I’m not going to let the Gov-
ernment mess with your Medicare.

I really thought Medicare had passed beyond
the partisan and political divide into the
generational life of our country. The people who
passed it did it for their parents’ generation and
knew that they would have it when they came
along and knew that, in so doing, they would
relieve a burden from their children, who could
then focus on building good lives for themselves
and their children. It was sort of a part of the
social compact of the American family.

Now the Vice President’s father, who’s been
mentioned several times and is a particular fa-
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